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Chronology of Ownership

1867
Albert Pelton sells to Calvin Lanphear
Calvin Lanphear sells to Hannah Farnsworth
1883
James Leach, husband of Sarah Leach, who was daughter of Hannah 
Farnsworth, sells to John Slater.
1903
Margaret Slater, John Slater, Henry Slater and Michael Slater sell to Asher J. 
Brooks.
1906 
Asher J. Brooks sells to Kate M. Boyle and William Boyle.
1937
Mary A. Boyle, Ellen E. Pratt, Agnes B. O’Connell sell to William M. Boyle.  
1951
Ellen Pratt, Mary Boyle and Agnes O’Connell sell to Agnes O’Connell and 
Shelah O’Connell
1967
Shelah O’Connell sells to Agnes B. O’Connell
2007
Heirs of Agnes O’Connell sell to Randall Heminger and Sarah Heminger



23 Clement Street
Buckland 

Historical Narrative

23 Clement Street was constructed circa 1853.  It was subdivided as part of a 
larger subdivision of housing lots created by Lamson and Goodnow in 1850.
By 1856, Albert Pelton owned the property and the building was constructed.
Pelton is listed as a farmer in the federal census.  Calvin Lanphear briefly owned 
the property before selling to Hannah Farnsworth.  Hannah Farnsworth is listed 
as a housekeeper in the 1870 census.  

The property remained in the Farnsworth family until 1883 when it was sold to 
John Slater.  John Slater, like many residents of Shelburne Falls, worked in 
cutlery.  In 1872, he was seriously injured while walking across the iron bridge 
between Buckland and Shelburne. While a team of oxen crossed the bridge, the 
center span collapsed and he fell to the frozen river below.  

In 1906, the property was sold to the William and Katherine Boyle. After their 
deaths, William M. Boyle, their son, owned and resided at 23 Clement Street.  He 
was employed by the Shelburne Falls and Colrain Street Railway for many years.  
He was also a policeman and attendant for the Boston and Maine Railroad.  

After his death, the property was transferred to Agnes O’Connell, a daughter of 
William and Katherine.  Agnes was born in Buckland but as an adult resided in 
Pittsfield. Later in life, she returned to Buckland and resided at 23 Clement 
Street. Her daughter, Shelah, resided at 23 Clement Street until 1996.  

For over 100 years, William and Katherine Boyle or their descendants were 
owners and residents of 23 Clement Street.  
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Deed
January 14, 1867



Deed
November 2, 1867



Deed
November 1, 1883



Deed
March 10, 1903



Deed
December, 1906



Deed
December 30, 1937



Deed
December 13, 1951



Deed
September 5, 1967



Deed
April 23, 2007
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Plan of Building Lots
Lamson and Goodnow

1850
Lots 1 and 2 as noted in the deed are plainly visible on this 1850 plan.  



Shelburne Falls Map
1856

This map suggests that the building was present in 1856 and that it was owned by A. Pelton.



H. F. Walling Map
1858

This map suggests that the building was present in 1858 and that it was owned by A. Pelton.



F. W. Beers Atlas
1871

This map from 1871 demonstrates that the building was present in 1871 and that Mrs. Farnsworth owned the 
property.



Shelburne Falls Map
1877

This birds eye view from 1877 demonstrates that the house and ell were present in 1877.  



This 1910 map suggests little change to the footprint of the building.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
1910



Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
1919

This 1919 map suggests little change to the footprint of the building.  



Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
1942

This 1942 map suggests little change to the footprint of the building.



Assessor Map – Current



Additional
 Documents
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Federal Census
1850

Albert Pelton is listed as a farmer.



Federal Census
1860

George Farnsworth is listed as a farmer.



Federal Census
1870

Albert Pelton is listed as a farmer.  



Federal Census
1870

Hannah Farnsworth is listed as a housekeeper.



Description of John Slater
History of Buckland, Massachusetts

1937
John Slater was seriously injured when the iron bridge collapsed.   



Probate – Heirs
Hannah Farnsworth

August 25, 1873
This document states that Sarah Leach, daughter of Hannah Farnsworth, was the wife of James Leach.  



Probate – Inventory
Hannah Farnsworth
November 20, 1873

This page of the inventory of Hannah Farnsworth references the dwelling house and lot situated in 
Buckland.  



Probate – Inventory
Hannah Farnsworth
November 20, 1873



Federal Census
1880

This census form states that John Slater worked in cutlery.  



John Slater
Gazette and Courier

March 14, 1887



Probate – Heirs
John Slater

September 21, 1900



Probate - Appraisal
John Slater

December 26, 1900

This appraisal values the real estate at $2350.00



Probate – Inventory
John Slater

1900

The Clement Street property is crossed out on this page and is instead included on the following page.  



Probate – Inventory
John Slater

1900

The Clement Street property is valued at $1475.00.  John Slater also owned property on Green Street.  



Federal Census
Boyle Family

1900

Kate Boyle’s occupation is listed as wash woman. William Boyle’s occupation may be listed as “running 
metal.”



Shelburne Falls Directory - 1904

Mrs. John Slater was residing on Clement Street in 1904.



Shelburne Falls Directory - 1904

Asher Brooks was employed at the Marble Works.  His residence is listed on Clement Street.



Shelburne Falls Directory - 1909

William M. Boyle’s occupation is a druggist.   



Shelburne Falls Directory
1909

Thurston Cooley, a blacksmith, is listed as a boarder with Mrs. Catherine Boyle.  



Shelburne Falls Directory 
1909

Asher Brooks was deputy sheriff and patrolman. 



Federal Census
1910

William Boyle’s occupation is listed as a clerk in a drugstore.  Mary Boyle is listed as a waitress in a 
restaurant.  Ellen Boyle is listed as a salesperson in dry goods.



Federal Census
1920

William Boyle, Catherine Boyle and Agnes Boyle are listed in this census.  



Federal Census
1930

William Boyle listed as head of household. No occupation is listed. Catherine Boyle is also listed.  



Probate – Heirs
Katherine Boyle

December 26, 1936

In\ the list of heirs, Agnes O’Connell is listed as the daughter of Katherine Boyle.



Shelburne Falls Directory
1939

William Boyle is listed as residing at 23 Clement Street.



Shelburne Falls Directory
1944

William Boyle is listed as residing at 23 Clement Street.



Obituary
William Boyle

Greenfield Recorder
October 18, 1950



Probate – Heirs
William M. Boyle
October 25, 1950

Agnes O’Connell is listed as the sister of William M. Boyle.



Probate – Inventory
William Boyle

October 17, 1950



Probate – Inventory
William Boyle

October 17, 1950

The real estate is valued at $3,000.00



Obituary
Agnes O’Connell

Greenfield Recorder
December 26, 1978



Obituary
Shelah O’Connell

The Recorder
November 22, 1996
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